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Power of the People in Settling’ the Succeffion. The Claufe in the Abjurafion Act, ma- 
ing tt High Treajon to endeavour to alter the Succeffion as by Law Eftablifbed. Remarks 
pthe fame. The Parliament vindicated in paffing that Clau/e. 











































rym. R. Obfervator, | hope you 
M have had Leifure to con- 

» fider the A@ pafs’d the 

pion of Parliament, For enlarging the Time 
ing the Oath of Abjuration;, and alfo for re- 
tating and Indemnifying fuch Perfons as bave 
shen the fame by the time limitted, and {hall 
the fame by the tine appointed; and for the 
Security of Fler Adajeflics Pevfon, and the | 
ion of the Crown: in the Proteftant Line, and | 
wtinguifhing the. Flopes of the pretended | 
2 of Wales, and all other Pretendefs, | 
ir open avd fecret Abettors, In my-poor | 
ion this is an extraordinary godd Ad, | 
this Parliament in a fhorte Time have 
many good Things for.our Country, yet 
xcelleth them al}, even as Eternal Happi- 
xceeds Temporary Pleafure, for hereby 
ifion is made for Pofterity «the Pretenfions 
npoftors and of Perkin Warbecks, that claim 
naginary. Right to the Crown of England, 
ereby Defeated, at a time when the Ene- 
of our Queen and Government were hold- 
he Stirrup for the Pretender to mount the 
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. You fee by this, Sir, the Excellency of 
nglifo Conftitution,and the high priviledge 
People in fettling the Succeffion of the 
in, Which was made for the Peoples good, 
hich will fit no Head but fuch as is for. 
according to the Fafhion of our Laws. ‘We 
atives of Engiand have the very Quintef- 
of Freedom inherent in our felves; which 
ince can deftroy without breaking thro’ 
aces of our Laws, by which A& he makes 
etture of the Regal Dignity. We are not 
le Spanifh Vaflals to be Will’'d out of our 
s; Our Kings donot appoint who fhall 
‘em, and.in failure of Royal [fue, they 
tat their Demife fhake the Crown of Eng- 
ofable at their Pleafure: We need not 
ne Forgery of a Porto.Carero fince the Te- 
sbut a Cap. Wickbamin our Law,and gives 
te sn Nubibus. AGrandfon of France would 
‘*\rown of England buta poorLegacy,and 
Me-at-abl e than the Honour and Fidelity 
Grandfather. You fee this Crown is not 
way but by Confent of the Three Eftates, 
this A& you find what care. the prefent 
Ment has taken to fecure Pofterity from 
Contingences by. extinguifhing the hopes 
enders, and by corroborating other Aéts 
went in that Cafe made and provided, 
Addition of a Peoal Statute. This ve- 











fe, as it is Vertually Declarative of the 
Werof the People in Settling the Suc- 


: ci is it a firm Bar againft all Pretenders 
rown, - 
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From SACUICDAY March the 27th; to ColeDnesDay March the 3ift, 1703. 
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And for the further Security of Her Maje- 
fties Perion, and» the Succtflion of the Crown 
in the Proteftant Line, and for.Extinguifhing 
the hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales, and 
all other pretenders, and their Open and Secret 
Abettors ; Be it further. Enacted by the Au- 
thority aforefaid, Thatif any Perfon or Perfons, 
at any time after the 1ft Day of Adarch 1702, 
fhall endeavour to deprive or hinder any Per- 
fon who fhall be next in Succeflion to the Crown 
for the time being, according to the Limitati- 
ons inan Act, Entitled, dn AG Declaring the 
the Rights and Liberties of the SubjeG and Set- 
tling the Succeffion of the Crowns and according 
to another A@, Entitled, 42 4 for the further 
Limitation of the Crown and better fecuring the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subjed?, from Succeed- 
ing, after the Deceafe of Her Majefty (whom 
God long preferve) to the Imperial Crown of 
thefe Realms, and the Dominions and Territé- 
ries thereunto belonging, according to the Li- 
mitations:in the beforementioned Ads ; that 
is to fay, fuch [flue of Her Majefties Body as 
fhall from time to time be next in Succeflion to 
the Crown, if it Mall pleafe God Almighty to 
Blefs Her Majefty with Iffue, and during the 
time Her Majefty fhall have no Iflue, the Prin- 
cefs Sophia, Electorefs and Duchefs Dowager 
of Hannover; and after the Deceafe of the faid 
Princefs Sophia, the next in Succeflion to the 
Crown for the time being, according to the 
Limitation of faid AGts: and the fame Malici- 
ovfly, Advifedly and Dire@ly thal attempt by 
Overt A& or Deed; every fuch Offence fhall be 
Adjudged High Treafon, and the Offender or 
Offenders therein, heir Abettors, Procurers 
and Comforters, knowing the faid Offence to 
be done, being thereof Convicted or Attainted, 
according to the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm, fhall be Deemed and Adjudged Tray- 
tors, and fhall {nffer pain of Death, and all Lof- 
fes and Forfeitores, as in Cafes of High Treafon. 

Country-m. This is a very good Claufe. I 
would have this A& read in the Churches that 
every Body might know of it: This will certain- 
ly came the Tongues of the Yacobstes and High 
Flyers, they are a very impudent fort of People 
and talk a¢ any rate againft my Queens Right, 
and the Succeflion tothe Throne. 

Obf. Yes, yes, Sir; fo they did againft King 
William ;, but | remember that was all they did, 
except Plotting to Affaffinate the belt of Kings, 
and Murder the Braveft General in the World 
in cold Blood. They never went to theWars or. 
ventur’d to retrieve their Caufe by the hazard 
of their Lives: Their Bufinefs is to Embroil a 
State with falfe Stories and Impudent Lies,‘and 


they have a Pack of Profligate Scriblers for that 
very 





very Purpofe. Thefe Calumniators (when the 
Claufe ]jaft now read you camefrom the Lords) 
told it in all Coffee-houfes, that the Houfe of 
Co 
catried but by the Vote of one fingle Member ; 

and this they fengin all sheir NewsLetters into 

the Coyntry to make the People believe, that 

the Honfe Of Hannover had but joft the Turn 

of the Scale in the Honfe of Commons from the 

Pretended Prince of Wales; which was a moft 

abominable Falfhood and Scandal caft. upon that 

Honourable Houfe, which never divided on 

that Claufe, and which was not oppofed by any 

Individual Member in that Honfe. 

Country-m. 1 find, Sir, the Enemies of old 
England do conftantly Inveigh againft the A& 
of Settlement; and of late, very much againft 
this good Parliament for pafling this Claufe in 
the Abjuration Bil: Lfind itdeeply affects them, 
and do verily believe it is a great Obftacle to 
their Defigns. 

Obf. Nothing more true.. The Facobites (by 
a certain ftupidity peculiar to their Party) up- 
on the Ele&tion of this Parliament, had different 
Apprehenfions of that Noble Body from what 
they now find by Experience; And by the Par- 
liaments vigorous Proceedings againft Evil Mi- 
nifters, and fuch as had not accounted, or had 
made Piracies on the Publick Treafure, they 
had the Folly to believe that the Houfe of Com- 
mons would call in queftion the Legality of 
the Eftablifhment and Conftitution of the late 
Government ; which (if thefe Men had confide- 
ted, they would have found) they could not do 

thout unhinging the prefent Eftablifhment ; 
Queen Anne for the fame Reafons of Govern- 
ment, wx. for the fafety of the People, and for 
the common good of the Realm, being Seated on 
the Throne of King William. We have found 
by woful Experience and to the vaft Expence 
of the Peoples Money, how dangerous a thing 
it is to have the Crown of England in a totter- 
ing Condition, in which Condition it muft be, 
while The Head which wears it is under the Di- 
rection of Popifh Council; or what is as bad, if 
not worfe, under the Influence of pretended 
Proteftants, who are Enemies to ovr Conftitu- 
tion and the Civil Rights of the People. To.de- 
liver us from fach Circumftanees, we very well 
know tlié Charge of One Revolution; and | 
know no Reafon why we fhould beat the Ex- 
pence of Another, whem it is inour own Power 


to prevent it by a prudent Settlement of the | 
Succeffion. A Fabrick well Built by a skilfal |. 
Archite& will laft many Years, but cwill tum- 


ble down at laft; when a Government well 
Conftituted and Built on the Maxims of found 
Policy, will laft to the utmoft Period of time. 
The Englifh Government has lafted for many 
Ages, and is now as it was in its cosh i Con- 
fiitution: "Tis true the Ufurpations of our Prin- 
ces by _ — of = Minifters have given 
it many fhocks, and perhaps have damaged it 
in fome of its parts; but iF foresierithe her as 


with the Oak, ’tis the fafter Rooted by being 
Shaken: Tho’ the Englifp Conftitution has liv’d 
thro’ fo many Ages of the World, yet the is as | 


young as ever,not one wrincle in her Forehead ; | 


no Sign of Languifament in her Eyes, nor 


ns divided thereppon, and that it sas | 





hy among us, who carry a fair Out-fide) 
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any fenfible decay in her Nature: She,, 
beloved now by all true Englifhmen, x ts 
by our Forefathers a Thoufand Years), 
tho’ fome, and perhaps great Ones too | 
Whoring after Arbitrary Power and Af 
this ismo more a Reafon for vs to jy ,, 
Love.with our Conflitution, than ‘tis for y 
beout. of Love with the State of My. 
becaufe fome leave a handfome Wife to 
an ugly Whore, 

Our Reprefentatives could find not 
way to-fecure our Holy Religion and Cj 
berties, than by a Settlement of the Sy 
of the Crown upon the Revolution; ay 
that, fucceeding Parliaments, as they hay, 
cccafion, have corroborated and confirg 
fame by fubfequent Acts and Provifions, 
this Claufein the Abjuration AG paff’d th 
Seffions, was founded on the fame Reajy ail 
the former, { mean the common fecurity, 
more particularly onthe many Virvlen} 
tings of diflafiected Authors, againgt ty 
K William,and the Legality of his Governg 
as alfo againft our prefent Soveraign 
Right to. the Crown, and Her Succeffors 
Houfe of Hannover; on Whom the Sx 
England, and the Liberties of the Peo 
depend. 1 know not whether the Aya; 
to be flain by Hercules, was a Serpent ¥ 
Braia, or a real Monfter; but fare {ay 
Hydva of Arbitrary Power, “and Popery, 
King William came over to deftroy, wail 
thing; and tho’ he gave it a Deadly Big 
{till wriggles for Life in fome Serpentinel 
bers of this Country. There are many, ty 


pretend Loyalty toour,Queen ( whom Go 
preferve) who have other Hopes than th 
ty of Her Majefties Perfon and Goverum 
who have other Things in View thant 
Succeffors of the Hovfe of Afannover ; aul 
(tho’ they exclaim againft Occa/ional Com 
in Diffenters) are themfelves but Occa/iod 
formijts to the prefent Government, a 
(when time thall me? return ¢o the Te 
of Arbitrary Power: Now, Honeft County 
fince we have fuch Men among us, could 
Parliament have done better to their Ga 
to their Religion, to the Rights of the 

they Reprefent, and to the Succeffion 
Crown, than by!paffing of this Claufe! 
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He rbitant Grants of William the 1.5 

"and Quett ond TShewh ae Nature of 6% 

ve and Ele€tive-Monarchies ; and pri 

w and Hiftory, that Crown-Lands are Inalienad*,, 

sfumptions were common all the World ove, 
wifefhewing, That where a Prince hath no lo@ 
Title, he can make no Hereditary Right. And tt 
fet up by Parliament, can difpofe of no Lands, ba! 
the Confent of Parliament, which renders Wi 
Third’s Grants Totally void. With Refieétion 
Paragraph. Price 6d. 

-Asfop* from Wales, or the Plot difcover’d, 0 ™ 
the Spurious “young Faglet to the Imperial Nt. 
pretended Anceftors, that he may Tyrannize ove 
ther’d ire. price 2d, Sold by the Bookfelless oY 
aud Wefminfter. : 
"TB Second Pare of the Monfe grown 4 fa; 

3 Story of the Cicy and Country Mout. 
— - Ina Difconrfe betwixt 2ays, 7 
Smith, in the Reign, ‘ 

_ All Sold by B. Bragy, acthe Blew-Ball in 4 














t Ludgate-ffreet. Where alfo.may be had the ie 
of the Mase crown a Rat, : 
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